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Hello NatureKids and Naturewild readers  

everywhere. Here’s our New Year’s surprise  

for you - Naturewild in colour!

We hope you enjoy our new ‘look’ – please  

email us at naturewild@naturekidsbc.ca and  

let us know what you think. Also, send ideas! We  

are always seeking ways to make NatureKids BC and  

Naturewild more fun and you are the best people to show us  

the way to go.

Wishing you all many wonderful outdoor adventures and exciting  

nature discoveries in 2016. 

The Naturewild team – Daphne, Brian, Tricia and Alison!

Find NatureKids BC on Facebook!  

www.facebook.com/naturekidsbc
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Passports to nature
Caitlin and Lucas (Victoria), Madeline and Julin (Eastern Fraser V.), Carys and Stuart, Zoe,  
Brianna and E.J. (Vancouver), Maja (Delta Home Learners), Alden and Clara (Comox),  
Hannah R. (Prince George) all sent their first passports – great start, all of you! Devon (South  
Okanagan), Brynna and Owen (Victoria) all earned their NatureKids caps! Alida (Vancouver),  
Rita (Victoria) and Heather (Nicomekl) sent in passports #3; Hannah and Lila (Prince George) sent  
in passports #4 and Ashton (South Okanagan) sent in passport #7! Great participation, everyone!

explorer days:
1)  Following their “Taking Action for the Earth” Explorer Day last spring 
 Victoria NatureKids Club created “A Healthy Environment Is Our Right”  
 mural and presented it to Victoria Mayor Lisa Helps  
 and City Councillors. 

2)  delta Home Learners NatureKids Club went out  
 with the Delta Naturalists to learn about shorebirds  
 in Boundary Bay Regional Park.

3)  Kelowna NatureKids Club wanted their neighbours  
 to keep their cats indoors at night and stop them  
 from catching birds. So they created flyers with  
 drawings of cats and birds in them and attached  
 a free bell to each flyer. On their Explorer Day  
 they distributed the flyers. Then they went to the  
 park and counted how many bird species they saw. 

4)  Vancouver NatureKids Club had a busy November morning at Jericho  
 Park – they learned about Mason Bees and how to clean their cocoons;  
 went for a walk and planted some trees. Daryl demonstrates how  
 to open mason bee cocoons.

CBC4Kids (Christmas Bird Count for Kids) 
In December NatureKids from Vancouver, North Vancouver, Tri-Cities,  
Lower Mainland Home Learners, Eastern Fraser Valley, Kamloops and  
    Comox took part in this province wide activity. 
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CBC4KIDS: It was a VERY  
wet day in Stanley Park!  

photo - Leslie Bol

A Healthy  
Environment is Our Right:  

photo - Ladell- 
Yakelashek family

Emma (8) & Ava (5) Evans wearing  
their young naturalist hats-Aug. 2015:  photo - Barb Evans

Naturewild•NEWS

Delta Home Learners: photo - Jim Kneesch, B.C,

Daryl demonstrates how to 

clean Mason Bee cocoons: 

photo - Krista Voth, B.C.



Because many different species of birds hunt by day, they use different ways of  
catching prey so they do not compete with each other- here are just a few of the ways.

#1 -  Pounce from high up: Red-tail Hawk
While the Red-tail is almost the largest bird you’ll see, even the biggest one weighs only a little  
over one kilogram - yet it can catch rabbits of double that weight! The Red-tail Hawk has very 
sharp eye-sight and can see long distances. It can spot prey from 30 metres away.  Sitting, very 
still, high up on trees and telephone poles, the hawk moves its eyes all the time – left, right, down 

below, behind, then forward. When the hawk recognizes a prey animal such as a 
squirrel - zoom, down it swoops, talons out to grab it and carry it off to  
a tree to eat it, or to its nest to feed its young. 

#2 -  Steal from others: Parasitic Jaeger
Parasitic Jaegers are very fast, agile fliers and well known as seabird pirates! 

They can catch fish but they prefer to use their flying skills to chase other birds 
such as gulls and harass them until they drop their catch. Then the jaeger 

swoops down and snatches the stolen food before it can fall back into 
the ocean. There are other bird pirates, on both land and sea, such as 
eagles, ravens, crows, gulls and frigate birds. 

#3 -  Fly fastest: Swifts
Peregrines are the fastest of all birds but only in a steep dive. Swifts 
are by far the fastest fliers – one was clocked at 111.6 km/h! Swifts go 
hunting for food in a flock. They feed while they are flying, zooming 
through hordes of gnats and mosquitoes with their beaks wide open, 
catching up to 1,000 insects a day! Small insects go straight down the 

throat to their crop – larger ones need to be crunched up. 

#4 -  Ambush and chase: Sharp-shinned Hawk
These hawks can dart through trees and shrubs. They can  
make 180 degree turns around trees, then reach out their talons 
to capture the prey. Sometimes they chase small birds in and 
out of bushes. They are smart too – they know where to find 

food. They will grab small birds from feeders, in mid-air, or even as 
they bounce off a window. If you have a feeder in the garden don’t 

feel bad if you see a hawk picking off one or two of your visitors - remember that 
hawks have to survive the winter too, so your feeder is helping a wide range of 
birds get through cold weather.  

Red-tailed Hawk on telephone pole:  
photo - Rosemary Taylor, B.C.



#5 -  Grab from low down:  
Northern Harrier

The Northern Harrier hunts in a very different style –  
it flies low over open grassy areas or marshes, listening  
as well as looking for prey. The harrier has a roundish face  
rather like an owl, with stiff facial feathers which help to  
bring sound to its ears, so it can use hearing as well as  
sight when hunting. Harriers usually hunt small mammals and  
birds, but they can can even kill bigger prey like rabbits  
and ducks by drowning them.

Hunting in the dark is much more difficult than hunting in  

daylight, so basically there is just one kind of bird that  

regularly hunts at night – the owl. And not all owls hunt at  

night. in BC, Long-eared Owls, Great Horned Owls, Western screech Owls, Boreal Owls and 

Barn Owls hunt at night, but even they sometimes hunt in the day time.

so how do owls find prey in the dark? They use their amazing hearing abilities to locate 

small mammals that run around at night. 

Owl ears are placed level with the eyes but in most species the opening to the ear on one 

side is slightly higher and further back than on the other side. Thus, an owl can tell exactly 

where its prey is – above, below, in front, behind, to the right or left.

Added to that, an owl’s wing feathers are much softer than other birds so when the owl is 

flying there is not a whisper of sound from the wings. Once the owl has located its prey – 

most likely a mouse or vole - it speeds to capture it before the creature even knows there  

is an owl nearby. 

Northern Harrier: photo - Rosemary Taylor, B.C.
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Pollinate by Day:  Butterflies
Butterflies and moths are both silent flying insects with four 

large wings, so how do you tell them apart? If the insect 

is brightly coloured, flying in the daytime and fluttering 

around in the air or sitting on a flower it is a butterfly. 

Butterflies are active in the daytime because that is the 

time most flowers are open, so butterflies can get into the 

nectary (nectar supply). Also, they need the sun’s heat 

to keep their slender, naked abdomens and wings warm. 

Sometimes butterflies bask in the sun.  

Creep up on the butterfly and look at it carefully. Butterflies 

have antennae that are thin and have knobs on the ends. 

Most butterflies are nectar feeders and have a long coiled tube that they can unroll and slip 

down into flowers to sip up the sweet juice that is their food. If you sit quietly beside a butterfly as 

it is feeding on a clump of flowers you can see the tongue uncurling and curling up again.  

Butterflies can see flower patterns in ultra violet light, which we cannot. These patterns lead them 
to the flower nectaries. The patterns often have brightly coloured edges, while in the middle the 
nectaries show as black targets.   

As the butterfly feeds – on a daisy, say - it picks up pollen on its

body, carries it to the next daisy, drops the pollen from the first

flower onto the stigma of the new flower, and pollinates it.

Look for butterflies on warm sunny days when 

they sit on plants with their wings folded up

vertically. Sit quietly and observe their activities.

You can also plant flowers that butterflies like to   

    attract them to your garden. 

What would life be like without pollinators? Most of our plants have flowers that need to be  
pollinated so they can make seeds and grow new plants. Almost everything we eat comes from 
plants or from animals that eat plants. Wheat and oats, maple trees and roses, blueberries  
and bananas, they all need to be pollinated. 

so who are the pollinators? Probably you know that bees are important pollinators, but there is 
another group of excellent pollinators - those gentle day and Night flyers - Butterflies and Moths.
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Brown-lined Looper: photo - Rosemary Taylor, B.C.
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Pollinate by Night: Moths
After dark, butterflies hide under a leaf or in a crack in tree bark and moths take over the 

night shift for pollination. 

Moths have feathery antennae with a great many very sensitive sensors to detect scents 

which they can follow to the nectar they want.  Many plants open up and bloom at night 

- plants that are easy for moths to land on, have lots of scented nectar and are white or 

yellow to help reflect any available light to the moths. Just like butterflies, moths pick up 

pollen with their bodies and carry it from flower to flower.

A moth’s wings and body are often covered with fuzz that helps keep the moth warm 

during colder nights and dropping temperatures.  As they move their wings they warm up 

their bodies enough to fly around in very cool weather, even when it is just above  

freezing. When it gets too cold they can just hang up on a fence – invisible.

A bright moon can help guide moths. Because the moon is so far  

away moths can use its direction to fly in a straight line.  However, they  

get confused with lights that are nearer to them such as lamps or candles.  

They often fly in a circle, getting closer and closer to the light, and may even  

fly right into the bulb or flame. 

Look for moths around your porch light when the 

evenings get warmer. Often they will be resting on 

the wall beside the light with their wings spread 

out flat and wide. Or you could make some bait 

from an overripe banana, a little corn syrup or 

brown sugar/molasses in water all mushed together 

with a pinch of yeast. Paint this goop on a nearby  

tree at eye level. When it gets dark, come back  

with a flashlight. The moths should be easy  

to observe as they sit still to lap up the bait. 

Evening Primrose opening:  
photo - Daphne Solecki, B.C.

Evening Primrose open:  
photo - Daphne Solecki, B.C.
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Migration routes
Lesser Snow Goose
Arctic Tern

Wrangel 
island

skagit  
Valley

CANAdA

ALAsKA
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By daphne solecki (With ornithologist dr. rob Butler, co-founder NatureKids BC) 

About half of all birds found in British Columbia and across Canada migrate (travel) north in spring to  
breed and fly back south to keep warm in winter. 

Why do they migrate?
In spring migration birds spread out to find places with the best food sources to raise their young. Many  

places with good food are in the far north of Canada where the days are long and warm during the  

summer months. When autumn comes the birds leave before it gets too cold.

How do birds get ready to migrate?
Raggedy feathers cause wind drag, so birds moult to get rid of them. They then grow shiny new smooth feathers  

that help them fly faster. Also they pack on lots of extra fat for energy. We can carry energy bars in a backpack but 

some birds almost double their weight before migrating.

How do they know when and where to go?
When? As days get shorter in autumn the birds know it’s time to leave for their wintering grounds. Birds start off on 

their own but soon find other birds of their species travelling the same way.  So, ten and twenty shorebirds might start 

flying, then join up with more shorebirds until there are hundreds, then thousands, sometimes more. About four million 

Western Sandpipers migrate down the coast of British Columbia in the fall.

Where to go? One of the greatest mysteries is exactly how migrating birds find their way from one place to another  

so very far away? Scientists have discovered that:

1.  Because birds follow the same migration routes from year to year, their keen eyesight can pick out  

 landmarks they recognize, such as rivers, coastlines and mountain ranges.

2.  Birds that migrate by day can use the sun to navigate, and at night they  

 navigate by the stars. A full moon actually makes things more difficult because  

 the bright moonlight makes it harder to see the stars.

3.  Some bird species learn the route from their parents and  

 some seem to remember smells along the route to guide  
 them. 

How far do birds travel on migration?
Some birds don’t travel very far at all, maybe just down from the  

mountains to the lowlands. Others fly immense distances. The Rufous  

Hummingbird travels the furthest of any hummingbird - just over 5,000  

kilometres up the Pacific coast from its wintering ground in Mexico to  

BC or Alaska. The Arctic tern has the longest recorded migration of  

any bird on the planet – a round trip of over 35,000 kilometres! 

The amazing thing is that birds can migrate both during daylight hours  

and at night, when it is dark. 

1. Snow geese over Reifel Bird Sanctuary, Delta. Migrating at night they have flown over 5.000 km: photo - Rosemary Taylor, B.C.

2. Snow geese coming down to land: photo - Rosemary Taylor, B.C.

3.  Snow geese resting and feeding at Reifel. Their heads are brown from digging into the mud. By November 70,000 birds will have arrived in  
 the Fraser River Delta. In December they move to the Skagit Valley. They return north in April: photo - Bernard Roitberg, B.C.8
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Which birds migrate by Day?
Birds which are fast, strong fliers like herons, pelicans, 
humming birds, swifts and swallows generally migrate 
during the day. Raptors and vultures migrate by day 
so they can use rising air currents called thermals to 
help them on their way.

Which birds migrate at Night?
night-time migrants are usually birds that do not 
spend much time in the open, such as water birds 
(ducks, geese & swans), small insect-eating warblers, 
flycatchers and thrushes. The darkness hides them 
from migrating predators, plus they can feed while 
they rest during the day. 

Is migrating dangerous 
for birds?
Yes, it can be very dangerous. They can be injured or 
blown off course by bad weather. They may find the 
places where they need to stop and rest have been 
built over or been polluted. There may be predators 
such as feral cats and dogs on the loose.  

Then there are dangers caused by people. Birds may 
collide with windows, buildings or windfarms along 
their route. Hunters shoot waterfowl. The lights in city 
high-rise buildings get the birds mixed up when they 
are navigating by the stars.

What can you do to help 
migrating birds?
1.  Protect resting places from being built on or  
 polluted. Join a conservation group which is  
 working to save these areas.

2.  Find out what you can do to save birds from flying  
 into windows during the day or night.

3.  Turn your garden into a bird sanctuary – provide  
 food and shelter for birds during migration and  
 through the winter, and nesting habitat in spring. 

4.  Celebrate Bird Week in May – find out if there are  
 special events where you live.
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Red-Legged Grasshopper - This grasshopper is 
more brightly coloured, but still blends into the 
background:photo - Gerry Polman, B.C.

Field Cricket: photo - iStock  
by Getty Images

By Tricia Edgar

Who’s that singing out there in the field? Both grasshoppers and crickets can make a lot of noise. 

They’re both animals that stridulate, or “sing” by rubbing two body parts together. One body part 

is a bumpy file, and as it rubs against the hard scraper, it makes the sound of summer fields and 

evening walks. What’s the difference between crickets and grasshoppers?  

One sings by day and the other by night.

Crickets Are Crepuscular 
Crickets are crepuscular. This odd word means that they like the time  

between day and night. As the day grows dim and night begins to fall,  

the crickets wake up and the males start to sing by rubbing their wings  

together. They hear using “ears” on their front legs. During the daytime,  

they usually hide in cracks or under bark.  If you hear a chorus of voices  

coming from the grass in the evening, it’s likely the male crickets calling to 

attract a mate.

Grasshoppers are Diurnal,  
they Love the Day 
Grasshoppers are diurnal, they are most active in the 

daytime, although sometimes they eat at night – a bedtime 

snack, perhaps? While both crickets and grasshoppers 

make noise, they use different body parts to do so. To make 

a sound, male and female grasshoppers rub their hind legs 

against their wings. They hear using “ears” at the base of 

their abdomen. They are herbivores, meaning that they eat 

plants. Mostly, they eat grass. They also lay their eggs at the 

base of grass plants where they will hatch in May or June.

Are Grasshoppers Bad? 
Some grasshoppers are called locusts, and these animals 

have given grasshoppers a bad name. Locusts are famous

in stories, because they can fly overhead in huge groups. When these groups land on crops, they 

can eat the entire crop. If you’ve ever read the Little House on the Prairie book ’On the Banks 

of Plum Creek ‘ you will probably remember the part about locusts. The Rocky Mountain Locust 

ate crops across the Great Plains of North America from 1850-1890. These swarms could last for 

days, and one famous swarm was ten times larger than Vancouver Island! However, less than 30 

years later, there were no more large groups of locusts, and sadly, people think that the Rocky 

Mountain Locust is extinct.
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AnsWeRs TO BAT QUiZ PAGe 15: 
Q1)  A: 1-True (to see how many look at the  
         border around the quiz)
Q2)  A: 2-Insects
Q3)  A: 3-Caves and abandoned buildings 
Q4)  A: 2.-Colony

Q5)  A: 2-Pup
Q6)  A: 3-They use their super sharp hearing
Q7)  A: 3-Stay with their colony in a cave all snuggled together.
Q8)  A: 1-They squeak with such high sounds our ears can’t detect them.
Q9)  A: 2-Put it in a safe place, and/or 3-Leave it alone and report to the park ranger

you can tell the day’s  temperature by counting a 
cricket’s chirps? Just count 
the number of chirps in 25 
seconds, divide by 3, then 
add 4. That gives the  
temperature in Celsius  
degrees. Who needs a  
thermometer if you have 
crickets!

(Hope you are good at math! Thanks to Al Grass 
for telling us about this.)

Did you know . . .

Who’s Who?  
If you’re looking at a long-legged insect, how can you tell if it’s a 

grasshopper or a cricket? Both animals have extremely long hind  

legs. These legs have very large femur muscles, allowing them to 

move a long way with one jump, as if they were on pogo sticks. One 

way to tell the difference between the two types of insects is to look 

at the antennae. A cricket has long antennae, while a grasshopper 

has short antennae. Grasshoppers are herbivores, while crickets are 

omnivores - they eat fruit, seeds, leaves, and even dead animals. 

In British Columbia there are only a few species of cricket because  

it is cooler here than they like, but there are more than 60 species  

of grasshopper with names like White-whiskered, Clear-winged,  

Wrangler, Red-winged, Red-legged, Pink, Desert, Huckleberry and 

Short-winged Toothpick!

Find out more about these insects at E-Fauna:
http://ibis.geog.ubc.ca/biodiversity/efauna/index.shtml

Field cricket: photo - Jimmy Smith, 
 Creative Commons

oh boy, 
I love hide-and- 

go-seek!

Desert Grasshopper - There’s nowhere to hide in the 
desert, so this clever grasshopper hides by being hard 
to see against the sand: photo - Gerry Polman, B.C.

Field Cricket: photo - iStock  
by Getty Images
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WHERE WILL WE BE 
WHEN WINTER COMES?
Swift sat on a cliff edge, thinking. In a week or two the cold weather of winter 

would come and she would have to migrate south with her flock. 

Swift knew she needed to eat a lot of food to make sure she was fat and strong 

enough to fly all the way to California where it was warm and where the flock 

would stay for the winter.

It was late in the afternoon. She had been hunting insects all day and her  

crop was full, but there were still quite a few juicy mosquitoes flying around. She 

thought maybe she should catch some for a bed time snack. 

Suddenly a strange creature with raggedy black wings and hairy ears flew  

out of a cave nearby. It started catching the mosquitoes that Swift had planned 

to catch.

“Hey!” called Swift in her squeaky voice. “Who are you?  Who said you could 
catch my mosquitoes?”

“i am Bat,” answered the strange black creature in an even squeakier voice. 

“Who said these were your mosquitoes? They are for everyone!” 

“But i need them,” said Swift, “i have to get fat and strong so that i can migrate 
south with my flock before winter comes.”

“What is ‘migrate’?” said Bat. “i never heard of that. i need the insects. i have to 
get fat enough so that i can hibernate all winter with my colony in this cave.”

“What is ‘hibernate’?” said Swift. “i never heard of that. But if we swifts stay here in 
winter we will freeze to death! Migrate means we fly south so we can stay warm 
during winter.”

“Well,” said Bat, “if we bats stay out here all winter, we will freeze to death. We 
have to hide in the cave and hibernate so we can stay warm ‘til spring comes 
again.”



Swift thought about Bat having to eat lots to get fat so he could hibernate. 

Bat thought about Swift having to eat lots to get strong so she could migrate.

Then they both had the same idea. “We’ll share!” they squeaked. 

And so they did, catching mosquitoes until the sun  
set. Then it was time for Swift to go home to the big  
crack in the cliff where she roosted all night with her  
flock, and time for Bat to go out hunting with his  
colony.

They met again next afternoon when Swift came  
home from hunting all day and Bat was getting ready to go hunting all  
night, and the next day, and the next, until winter did come. 

Then it was time for Swift to fly south with her flock and for Bat to hibernate in the 
cave with his colony.
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White Throated Swift:  
photo - The Crossley ID  
Guide Eastern Birds

Little Brown Bat:  
photo - iStock by  

Getty Images
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“’Bye, Bat!” see you next spring!”  
called Swift as she flew away to  

migrate with her flock.
“‘Bye, swift! i’ll be looking for you,”  

called Bat as he flew into the cave to  
hibernate with his colony.
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Al Grass has worked as a career park naturalist and ranger throughout BC. Now he is a well-known nature 

tour leader and photographer. Al especially likes birds, insects and spiders.

orb Weaver’s web: photo - Al Grass, B.C.

Join the Club!
$25 per family per year
or $45 for school memberships.

1) THere Are seVerAL differeNT 
KiNds of BATs iN BC.   1. True?   2. not True? 

8) WHy CAN’T We HeAr BATs sqUeAKiNG? 

 1. They squeak with such high sounds our ears can’t detect 

them?     2. They squeak so softly we can’t hear them? 

3. They aren’t really squeaking, just opening 
their mouths to scare us?

Or subscribe to Naturewild magazine for your  
class, library or business. $20 for 4 issues per year.

For more details or to sign up online go to naturekidsbc.ca

How can spiders build webs in the middle  
of the air between very tall trees?

There are many spiders that build their webs in trees,  

but the ones we notice most are the orb-weavers, whose  

webs are shaped like bicycle wheels.

The spider has a wonderful way to get its silken line  

(called the bridge) from where it is sitting to another spot.  

The spider turns its body (abdomen) facing out and puts  

out a line of silk which is picked up by the wind. When the  

line sticks to something – a twig or leaf - the spider tightens  

the line and begins the work of building up a web. So you  

see that even though a spider can’t fly, it can get from tree  

to tree very well!  

Spider webs are usually built at night and look their most  

beautiful in the morning when sparkling with dew.

How do spiders balloon at night?

Spiders don’t have wings, and yet they can fly! How do  

they do it? Ballooning is something the baby spiders do (baby spiders are called spiderlings). 

The baby spider sits on a branch, fence or roof top, with the tip of its body facing out. It then 

lets out a fine line of silk, which gets longer and longer. Soon a breeze catches the spiderling 

with its silken line and it floats off to a new area.  

The baby spider is like a tiny kite. Hopefully it will land in a safe place where it can start a new 

life. Ballooning doesn’t just happen at night; it can happen in the day time too.  

Did you know that strands of spider silk, drifting on the wind, are called gossamer?
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orb Weaver’s web: photo - Al Grass, B.C.

Join the Club!
$25 per family per year
or $45 for school memberships.

3) WHere do BATs sLeeP?  

1. Under rocks?   2. in nests? 

3. in caves and abandoned buildings?

BATs are the only mammals that can actually fly. some mammals, like Flying squirrels, glide 
using the membrane stretched between their fingers, but only bats fly using their wings like birds 
and butterflies do. This makes them very special creatures – so here’s a quiz to find out what you 

know about them! Circle thenumber of your answer (Hint: some questions might have more 
than one answer.) Answers on page 11

2) What do BC bats eat?   1. Mice?    2. insects? 3. Birdseed?

5) WHAT is A BABy BAT CALLed?  

1. Cub?   2. Pup? 
3. Kit?

7) WHAT do BATs do iN WiNTer? 

1. Fly south?    2. Find a warm spot and  

hide by themselves?     3
. stay with their colony 

       
       

in a cave all sn
uggled 

       
       

   to
gether?

6) HoW do BATs fiNd THeir WAy AroUNd iN THe dArK?  

1. They can see in the dark.  2. They follow their leader. 

3. They use their super 
sharp hearing. 

 

9) if yoU see A BAT LyiNG oN THe GroUNd, WoULd yoU: 

1. scream and run away? 

2. Put on a glove, pick up the bat and gently put  

it high up in a nearby tree?

3.  Leave it alone and report to
 the park 

ranger or conservation

        
        

        
        

        
        

       o
fficer?

do NoT ToUCH BATs WiTH yoUr BAre HANds because a frightened bat 
might try to bite. If the bat is in a place where it might be stepped on or hurt by 

a dog, gently move it out of harm’s way with a stick. If the bat grips the stick 
 then you can lift it into a safe place. If you find a bat in your house, call 

 your local Wildlife Rescue Association and ask for advice.

Turn the page upside down and read this important notice.

1) THere Are seVerAL differeNT 
KiNds of BATs iN BC.   1. True?   2. not True? 

8) WHy CAN’T We HeAr BATs sqUeAKiNG? 

 1. They squeak with such high sounds our ears can’t detect 

them?     2. They squeak so softly we can’t hear them? 

3. They aren’t really squeaking, just opening 
their mouths to scare us?

4) WHAT is A GroUP of BATs CALLed?  

1. A Flock   2. A Colony 

3. A Herd 

Or subscribe to Naturewild magazine for your  
class, library or business. $20 for 4 issues per year.

For more details or to sign up online go to naturekidsbc.ca
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Bald eagle  
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus)  

– pride of British Columbia,  
lord of all he surveys. 

photo - TJ Watt,  
Ancient Forests. B.C.

Osprey  
(Pandion haliaetus)  

– the handsome fisherman, 
has spines on the pads  

of its toes for holding  
onto slippery fish. 

photo - Todd Carnahan, B.C.

Black-billed Magpie
(Pica hudsonia) - likes to hang  
out with other magpies as they  
scavenge together, cleaning up  
dead birds and animals. Magpies  
also land on the backs of cows or 
moose and pick ticks off them.  
photo - Creative Commons

Pileated Woodpecker
(Dryocopus pileatus) the largest  
woodpecker in BC - breaks down  
dead trees and old stumps with  
his powerful beak.  
photo - Todd Carnahan, B.C.

Clark’s nutcracker,
(Nucifraga columbiana) - the  
clever bird that buries seeds from  
his favourite tree, the Whitebark Pine,  
and grows new trees!  
photo - Dick Cannings, B.C.     

Red-breasted sapsucker
(Sphyrapicus ruber) - drills neat rows 

of holes in the bark of trees, then 
feeds at these ‘wells’ as they fill up 

with sap. They also enjoy eating the 
insects that come to the sap. 
photo - Todd Carnahan, B.C.

downy Woodpecker 
(Dryobates pubescens)  

- mostly eats insects but also enjoys 
the sap from the tree ‘wells’.  
Often seen at bird feeders.   
photo - WildBirds Unlimited.

Cut out this page and start your BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURE scrap book today! 

British Columbia does not have many brightly 
coloured birds but does have some very handsome and 

interesting black & white birds


