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Mission
NatureKids BC helps children get outdoors to explore, 
play, learn about and take action for nature. 

Vision
Through their participation in NatureKids BC, children 
develop a love of nature, a lifelong connection 
to the natural world, and have the environmental 
literacy and skills to take action for nature.



This past year has been marked with great change 
and success on many important fronts.

The change with the most impact is our new 
name. Our organization has re-branded from the 
Young Naturalists’ Club of BC to NatureKids BC. 
Under this new name, our mission is clearer than 
ever: to encourage and enable children and 
families to explore, learn about and appreciate 
nature nearest to where they live. The need 
for knowledge-based conservation of our 
varied ecosystems that make up this beautiful 
province has never been greater. This is why 
our organization is so passionate about encouraging local children to get 
outside, explore, discover and learn about the unique landscapes of British Columbia.

I am excited about everything that NatureKids BC achieved this past year. With the 
help of 100+ dedicated volunteers, our Nature Clubs across the province connected 
over 700 families and nearly 1,500 children with local BC nature. Through activities like 
Explorer Day adventures and various stewardship projects, NatureKids BC facilitated a 
total of 4,700 individual nature experiences across the province.

We are also growing our school connections and reaching even more children, 
enabling them to connect with nature, learn about and appreciate the land where 
they live. A new generation of kids will be delighted with our magazine, NatureWILD’s 
new look and feel, and same great content.  And, as always, we encourage our 
members to expand their reach and be active beyond what NatureKids can offer. 

As you can see, 2015 was an impressively active year amongst our members, and I wish 
to thank them sincerely for sharing my passionate love and concern for this wonderful 
province we live in.

I would also like to thank our volunteers and supporters for everything they do. Without 
their devotion, the growing success of this organization would not be possible, and I 
am grateful to all of them for joining me in wanting to educate and inspire the next 
generation of local environmental leaders.

I feel very fortunate to be a part of something so special and to work with such a 
fantastic team. As the chapter ends for the Young Naturalists’ Club of BC, our exciting 
story continues as NatureKids BC. Please enjoy reading this 2015 annual report, as it will 
tell you more about our success last year and everything we look forward to in 2016.

Yours sincerely,
Vanessa Lee

NatureKids Board President

A Message from the President



NatureKids BC is an exciting nature discovery and environmental action 
program that helps BC children get outdoors to explore, learn about and take 
action for nature. Through a unique program of volunteer-led nature clubs 
across BC, NatureKids BC encourages young people ages 5-12 to: 

       Discover nature on outdoor Explorer Day Adventures with local experts,
       Learn about native wildlife and plants in NatureWILD Magazine, and
       Step up for nature with Stewardship Projects, Citizen Science activities  
               and the Action Awards Quest.

Founded in 2000, NatureKids BC is a registered charity, powered by passionate 
volunteers, members and donors. From Prince George to Victoria, our network 
of family clubs and school members engage youth in exploring the wonderfully 
diverse ecosystems of BC.

About NatureKids BC 

 

What we’re Passionate about 
NatureKids BC is passionate about making nature accessible to all BC children 
and families. This is important because spending time in nature has immediate 
health and well-being benefits for children and can forge a life-long connection 
to the natural world. A growing body of evidence confirms that when children 
spend more time in nature, they are healthier, happier and smarter-- and more 
likely to take action to protect nature as adults. Our programs are all low cost or 
no cost thanks to the generous support of our donors, volunteers and friends.



 
     Connected 725 families & 1,500+ children with nature 

     Offered 235 Explorer Day Adventures led by local Nature Mentors

     Created a total of 4,700 individual nature experiences to educate and  
          inspire the next generation of environmental stewards and naturalists

     Supported 30 family Nature Clubs and 18 school Nature Clubs 

     Engaged 58 Volunteer Club Leaders + nature mentors who committed a 
     combined 6,300 hours of local leadership

     Made positive local environmental impacts including: 

      > Planting of 571 native plants, trees and shrubs 

      > Building and installation of 125 wildlife structures

      > Enhancing 10,259,218 m2 of habitat through stewardship activities

 

New in 2015 

Our 2015 Achievements in numbers 

   
“Warning Salamander X-ing!  
Engaging Youth to Protect Amphibians 
through Road Surveys”. 
This year’s Special Citizen Science Project, 
was all about amphibians and kids. This 
project leveraged the power of the 
NatureKids BC network by engaging 
youth across the province to learn about 
and take action to conserve amphibian 
populations. Youth collected important 
data on amphibians by conducting road 
surveys and then submitted their findings 
to FrogWatch BC, where that data will be 
used to help inform land-use decisions. 

   
   In 2015, our members helped our organization choose a 
    new name! We close our chapter as the Young Naturalists’  
   Club of BC and reintroduce ourselves as NatureKids BC!

18 Amphibian Road Surveys we conducted across BC



It’s a great organization… city kids get 
to learn and appreciate nature hands 
on – that they probably don’t get in 
school. It’s so exciting to see when 
they learn something! 

– Daryl Armstrong, Nature Mentor volunteer, 
   Mason Bees and Mason Bee Homes

““

 
A total of 48 Nature Clubs – 18 schools and 30 family-led clubs – provided 
transformational in-nature experiences, science-based environmental 
education and hands-on stewardship opportunities across BC. 
 
58 Club Leaders and Nature Mentors volunteered a combined 6,300 hours 
encouraging BC children to explore outside in nature. The growing success of 
NatureKids BC would not be possible without their local leadership!
 
Over 100 volunteers around the province generously contributed their time to 
help organize and lead various nature activities throughout the year. These 
adventures were enjoyed by children in 37 communities across BC.
 
Our local nature experts, called Nature Mentors, led 235 Explorer Day 
Adventures this year. Explorer Days are outdoor adventures that are low-cost or 
no-cost, and they are delivered all year round by Nature Mentors who are keen 
to share their expertise with young nature enthusiasts. 

2015 Achievements in Detail



Right to a Healthy Environment Banner

In 2015, NatureKids BC Clubs undertook significant conservation and stewardship 
projects that will leave a positive and lasting impact in our communities. Our 
members planted 571 native plants, trees and shrubs across the province, which 
will greatly benefit our local ecosystems. 
 
Members also built and installed 125 structures for wildlife, such as bat, bee and 
bird boxes. 
 
Through the leadership of our members by engaging in stewardship activities 
– such as invasive species removal, clean-ups, and wildlife restoration and 
enhancement – NatureKids BC is very proud that our efforts positively impacted 
10,259,218 m2 of local habitat last year. 
 
725 families and more than 1500 children participated in NatureKids BC activities 
last year. Local clubs created an impressive total of 4,700 individual nature 
experiences for children. Some of these experiences included: Astronomy 
Night, Snowshoeing, Beach and Shoreline Clean Up, Amphibian Road Surveys, 
Migratory Bird Banding, Nature Hikes and more!

“

“

We cleaned up Esquimalt 
Lagoon beach and 
painted a banner to 
support the right to a 
healthy environment, 
which will be presented 
to Victoria Mayor and 
Councillors. It’s an honour 
to be part of such a 
fabulous organization. 

– Stephanie, Victoria  
   Club Leader



2015 Fun in Photos

My daughter Orianna loves NatureKids BC! Such a great opportunity to learn 
about nature in our own community. She loves the hands on learning... they made bird boxes and 
then the boxes get put back into our own area for real use for the birds etc. Real life experiences 
and learning about conservation and contributing back. So valuable for life skills such as empathy, 
thoughtfulness, and caring.        
           – Robyn Zimmer, parent

“

Invasive Species removal + Native plantings

Explorer Days are no-cost or low-cost outdoor 

adventures led by community volunteers. In 2015 

NatureKids BC delivered 235 Explorer Days.

“ ““Doing an amphibian road survey is fun! We walk down the road 
in darkness and the only light is made by our head lamps...I love 
their face, their big round eyes, and their pulsing throat. When 
they make it across the road I am so happy because they are 
safe and they will live.” - Sigourney, age 10

Rainforest Explorer Day



My daughter Orianna loves NatureKids BC! Such a great opportunity to learn 
about nature in our own community. She loves the hands on learning... they made bird boxes and 
then the boxes get put back into our own area for real use for the birds etc. Real life experiences 
and learning about conservation and contributing back. So valuable for life skills such as empathy, 
thoughtfulness, and caring.        
           – Robyn Zimmer, parent

Learning to f ish 
C oyotes, C ougars and Bears, oh my! 

“
Explorer Days are no-cost or low-cost outdoor 

adventures led by community volunteers. In 2015 

NatureKids BC delivered 235 Explorer Days.



 
Through the participation of our wonderful members and the leadership of our 
volunteers, 2015 was a fantastic year for NatureKids BC. With the launch of our 
new brand, 2016 will be an exciting time to build on all our previous success as 
an organization and to continue working together to connect more children 
with nature and raise awareness of all the benefits of time in nature.

For this year, we are proud to announce our objectives: 
 

Present a new 3-year strategic plan for 2016 – 2019

Extend the reach of our re-designed NatureWILD magazine

Develop a new BC Curriculum Guide to help teachers use NatureWILD 
magazine to meet new curriculum requirements

Launch our new social media channels: Twitter and Instagram

 

 

Looking Ahead to 2016

@NatureKidsBC 
Enjoying nature and embracing 
new technologies are not mutually 
exclusive, which is why NatureKids 
BC is excited to launch its new 
social media channels using Twitter 
and Instagram. Through these 
channels, members and volunteers 
of NatureKids BC can share their 
personal nature stories and photos 
with the entire digital world!  
Connect with us on Facebook,  
Twitter and Instagram.

Facebook.com/naturekidsbc 
Twitter @NatureKidsBC  
Instagram @NatureKidsBC

#exploreoutdoors #naturekids 
#natureclub     #lovebcnature



Donate
NatureKids BC believes that nature 
should be accessible for everyone. 
Your donations help subsidize 
membership fees so that no family is 
excluded from participating. Monthly 
donations are especially important as 
they provide a reliable funding source.

Volunteer
We are always on the lookout for 
volunteers and passionate individuals 
who are keen to inspire the next 
generation of nature leaders. Whether 
you are interested in playing the role 
of a Nature Mentor, Event Ambassador 
or help in the office, we would love to 
hear from you! 

Become a School Member
An elementary school membership 
will provide your school with resources 
and strategies to use nature as a 
springboard to address the new BC 
curriculum. Only $45/year delivers a 
$250 nature-engaging value to your 
school. New for 2016 is a curriculum 
guide companion to each NatureWILD 
Magazine.

Subscribe to NatureWILD
The only Magazine written exclusively 
about BC plants, animals and 
ecosystems for BC youth. $20/ 4 issues 
annually. Newly redesigned in full 
colour for 2016.

Become a Family Member
Come explore, learn about and take 
action for nature with us. A Family 
Membership is only $25/year. You 
will become a member of a local 
club, receive a welcome pack, be 
automatically enrolled in our Passport 
to Nature and Action Awards Quest 
programs and receive NatureWILD 
Magazine. Most importantly you’ll be 
invited to participate in local Explorer 
Days and  have the opportunity to 
meet other families interested in 
exploring outdoors.

 

 

 

Get Involved with NatureKids BC 
If you love nature and being outdoors, there are lots of ways to get involved with 
NatureKids BC! To purchase a NatureKids BC membership or to learn more about 
the benefits of joining, please visit our website.



Family Club Leaders- Alison Bakker, Desmond Belton, Cynthia Berg, Leslie Bol, Jocie Brooks, Linda 
Brooymans, Tara Chodyka, Molly Cooperman, Deb Cowper, Krista Crowther, Satya Danu, Laurie 
de Jong, Kathy deGrace, Tricia Edgar, Barbara Everdene, Anthea Farr, Tawnie Fehr, Fiona Flook, 
Mary Forbes, Marleen Gallagher, Dawn Germyn, Melanie Grant, Sue Hemphill, Andrew Huang, 
Andrea Ingram, Jarrett Krentzel, Katelyn Kutzner, Paula Laita, Mairi Lippa, Maritza Matheson, 
Jennie McCaffrey, Justine McCulloch, Alena McInroy, Kristyn McIntosh, Noriko Nakaya, Lynn 
Pollard, Boleyn Relova, Paula Rodriguez de la Vega, Douglas Rogers, Airiane Rogers, Gail Ross, 
Emilie Russell, Guy Scharf, Michelle Sims, Michal Sirton, Alyson Skinner, Kathy Smith, Celina Starnes, 
David Stiles, Emily Styles, Geoff Styles, Val Tilley, Stephanie Weinstein, Rob Wharf, Jenny White, 
Marnie Williamson, Wes Wong. School Club Leaders Doris Anderson, Karen Beattie, Laurie Black-
Haughton, Nancy Brown, Danielle Burkett, Connie Chen, Carmen Dawkins, Jannis Delisle, Victor 
Elderton, Johanna Gordon-Walker, Michele Hibbins, Wendy Ma, Meghan Neylan, Cecile Poulin, 
Gisella Rino, Donna Robson, Melissa Rolfson, Faren Rouse, Lorrie Schrader, Marlee St. Pierre, Lisa 
Stuart, Hsing Chi Von Bergmann, Trish Wallensteen, Sharon Wong.

NatureKids BC offers its sincerest gratitude to all the Club Leaders 
and nature mentors who volunteered more than 6,300 hours last year 
to share the wonders of nature with a new generation. 

Invasive Species Removal with Victoria NatureKids Club

Club Leaders



30 NatureKids Family Nature Clubs & 

18 NatureKids School Members  

Family Nature Clubs
Comox Valley
Cowichan Valley Home Learners
Cowichan Valley Weekend Club
Delta Home Learners
Eastern Fraser Valley
Fort St. John Home Learners
Kamloops
Kelowna
Lower Mainland Home Learners
Nanaimo
Nass Valley (North of Terrace)
Nelson 
Nicomekl (Surrey & area)
North Okanagan
North Shore (in partnership with the 
Lynn Canyon Ecology Centre)
North Vancouver Island
Oceanside
Prince George
Quadra Island
Rocky Mountain (Cranbrook) 
Salmon Arm 
South Okanagan
Stanley Park (in partnership with the 
Stanley Park Ecology Society)
Sunshine Coast  

Thetis and Penelakut Island
TriCities BMN
Vancouver
Victoria
Victoria Home Learners
Williams Lake (in partnership with the 
Scout Island Nature Centre)

School Members
Aberdeen Elementary
ArtsCalibre Academy 
Bella Bella Community School
Carlin Elementary Middle School  
Ecole Jules Quesnel 
Exploring Puddle Preschool
Florence Nightingale
Grandview Elementary
Hastings Elementary
Head of the Lake
James Kennedy Elementary
Mulgrave Elementary
Norgate Elementary
North Shuswap Elementary
Queen Alexandra 
Sooke Elementary
Techumseh Annex
University Hill Elementary



Thank you for supporting NatureKids BC and  

helping us to connect children and families with nature!

Donors: 
Barbara Atkins, George Bangham, Kevin 
& Kathryn Chu, Alan W Daniels, Geoff 
Evans, Liz Freyman, Sally Gellard, Louise 
Irwin, Tammy Keetch, Emma and David 
Kidman, Ian McKeachie, Fred McMechan, 
Eva Nagy, Ann Nielsen, Helen O’Brien, 
Christopher Olsen Morris, Bob Peart, Barry 
Price, Provincial Employees Community 
Services, Peter Robinson, Gail Ross, Maria 
Silva, Daphne Solecki, Susanna Solecki, David 
Thomson, Kristine Webber, Kimberly Williams

Funders:
1% for the Planet, BC Nature, BC Parks, Parks Enhancement Fund, Copies Plus, Elders 
Council for Parks, Environment and Climate Change Canada, Get Youth Working 
(Canada-British Columbia Job Fund), Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation, KPMG, 
Nature Canada, Nature Vancouver, MEC, Province of BC (Community Gaming 
Grant), Sitka Foundation,TD Friends of the Environment, Vancouver Foundation, Wild 
Birds Unlimited.

Club Supporters & Friends: 
BC Nature, Burke Mountain Naturalists’, Burnaby Neighbourhood House, Comox 
Valley Naturalists’ Society, Cowichan Valley Naturalists’ Society and the Cowichan 
Land Trust, Great Blue Heron Nature Reserve Society & the Chilliwack Field Naturalists, 
Delta Naturalists’ Society, Kamloops Naturalists Club, Central Okanagan Naturalist 
Club, White Rock & Surrey Naturalists and Langley Field Naturalists, North Okanagan 
Naturalists’ Club, Shuswap Naturalist Club, South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club, Nature 
Vancouver, Victoria Natural History Society, Williams Lake Field Naturalists’ Society 
and Scout Island Nature Centre, Arrowsmith Naturalists, Lynn Canyon Ecology Centre, 
Stanley Park Ecology Society, Thetis Island Nature Conservancy, Thetis Island Library.

A Huge Thanks to our Donors,  

Funders, Supporters & Friends

Past NatureKids Member Maja.



Vanessa Lee, President
Andrew Wilcznyski, Vice President
Romy Tong, Treasurer
Frances McCoubrey, Director
Valery Ross, Director

Tricia Edgar , Director
Daphne Solecki, Honorary President
Cynthia Berg, Director
Victor Elderton, Director

Kristine Webber, Executive Director
Tammy Keetch, Nature Clubs Coordinator
Daniel Kell, Membership and Office Coordinator
Monica Belko and Alison Garrad, NatureWILD Design Editors

Financial Snapshot

Revenue: $155,915 Expenses: $148,174

To see complete and current NatureKids BC Financial Statements 
please visit our website (www.naturekidsbc.ca). If you have any queries or 

comments about any of the content of our 2015 Annual Report, 
please get in touch by visiting www.naturekidsbc.ca

8%  C lub Membership & 
NatureW ILD Subscriptions
($12,711)

10% Administration 
($14,263)

17%  Donations
($27,182)

73%  Grants
($133,211)

2%  Other/Sales
($2811)

90% C lub & NatureW ILD  
Program Expenses  
($133,911)

Board of Directors

Staff



BC Society: S. 50849  Charity: 84961 1926 RR0001

t: 604.985.3059 | e: info@naturekidsbc.ca

1620 Mt. Seymour Rd. North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9

connecting children with nature since 2000

             @naturekidsbc          /naturekidsbc           @naturekidsbc 

www.naturekidsbc.ca  


